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NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSC-05 INT-05 
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FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6259 

UNCLAS ROME 3921 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, IT 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY SIMON VISIT - MEDIA REACTION 

1 . NO NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY DUE PRINTERS STRIKE. RAI (TV) 

CARRIED TWO MINUTE EXCERPT SECRETARY’S SPECIAL INTERVIEW 
YESTERDAY ON 2000 CHANNEL ONE NEWS, ITALY'S PRIME TIME SLOT. 
ANNOUNCER ADDED DETAILS SECRETARY'S TUESDAY SCHEDULE WITH 
DETAILED COVERAGE MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER. 2030 RAI TV 

NEWS (SECOND CHANNEL) CARRIED COMPLETE TEN-MINUTE VERSION SIMON 
INTERVIEW. AND 2300 NEWS REPEATED EXCERPT. EXCERPT ALSO CARRIED 
TV MONTECARLO WITH LENGTHY ANALYSIS BY IL GIORNALE ECONOMIC 
EDITOR CESARE ZAPPULLI. DETAILS OF DAY'S SCHEDULE ALSO CARRIED 
ALL RADIO NEWS BROADCASTS. 

2. WEDNESDAY SECRETARY GAVE ONE HOUR EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 
ALFREDO RECANATESI, IL SOLE-24 ORE, ITALY'S LEADING 
ECONOMIC NEWSPAPER, FOLLOWED BY INFORMAL SESSION 16 
AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS, AND FULL PRESS CONFERENCE WITH 
132 IN ATTENDANCE. WILL FOLLOW WITH ASSESSMENT OF 
REACTION AND EXTENT OF COVERAGE, BUT PRELIMINARY INDICATION 
IS THAT VISIT ATTRACTED EXTRAORDINARY AND LARGELY 
FAVORABLE ATTENTION. VOLPE 
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